
The Chamber is accepting nomina-
tions for two annual awards that are
presented at the organizaton’s Annual
Meeting.
The Citizen of the Years award and

the ATHENA Award, presented by Crown
Automotive, are two prestigious awards
given to deserving community members
each year.
Someawards arepresented in recogni-

tion of a singular act or to commemorate
the achievement of a specific goal. The
Chamber’s Citizen of the Years Award
honors those individuals whose commit-
ment to and impact upon the Lawrence

community spans a lifetime.
Some criteria for nominees include:
• Current or pastmembershipwith The

Chamber of Lawrence, Kansas
• Demonstrated commitment to Law-

rence through:
• Volunteerism
• Active engagement in commu-

nity issues
• A desire to effect positive and

lasting change
•Leadership in advancing the

reputation of Lawrence throughout Kan-
sas

Some previous winners of the Citizen
of the Years award includeDolph Simons
, Sr. and Dolph Simons, Jr., Mike Amyx,
Jean Milstead, Emily Taylor, andDwayne

Peaslee. Craig Weinaug was presented
the award at last year’s event.

The ATHENA Award, presented by
Crown Automotive, celebrates the po-
tential of all women as valued members
and leaders of the community and rec-
ognizes those who support them. The
ATHENA Award honors individuals who
strive toward the highest levels of pro-
fessional accomplishment, who excel in
their chosen field, havedevoted timeand
energy to their community in ameaning-
ful way and who also open paths so that
others may follow.
Previous ATHENA winners include

Marilyn Dobski, Rep. Barbara Ballard,
Sandy Praeger, and Nancy Thellman. The
Hon. Jean Shepherd was the recipient at

last year’s event.
Nominations can be sent from anyone

in the community. Nomination forms
and information on how to submit those
forms is available at lawrencechamber.
com. Nominations are due by Friday, Feb.
5, 2021 at 5 p.m.
While the Annual Meeting is usually

held the last Friday in January, this year,
the COVID-19 pandemic has caused The
Chamber to change plans. The Annual
Meeting is scheduled for Friday, April 23.
There will be updates if more changes

are needed. Please know The Chamber is
continuously monitoring the COVID-19
pandemic and are dedicated to keeping
our community safe, healthy, and in busi-
ness.

Information on the Lawrence BusinessBeat page is compiled and produced by the The Chamber of Lawrence, Kansas. The
Chamber pays a fee to publish the page in the Journal-World and will be a regular feature.

LAWRENCE
BUSINESSBEAT
News and informat ion from The Chamber • XXXday , Month XX, 20XX

Chamber and partners share state legislative
priorities with Lawrence delegation

The Chamber and its partners presented state legis-
lative priorities for the 2021 session to local state rep-
resentatives and senators on Friday, Jan. 8. Presenta-
tions from The Chamber, the City of Lawrence, Douglas
County, the University of Kansas, and Lawrence Public
Schools highlighted the priorities for each group and
shared their hopes for the upcoming session.

The Chamber uses its Public Policy Task Force, com-
prised of a group of Chamber members interested in
government and community affairs, and guiding prin-
ciples for advocacy and policy evaluation, to create its
priorities for the upcoming year. The Chamber Board of
Directors approves the final priorities.

All priorities and video of the event are available at
lawrencechamber.com/priorities.

“The Chamber spends a lot of time developing these
legislative priorities,” said Paul Davis, the chair of the
Chamber’s Government and Community Affairs Com-
mittee. “Our bread and butter is economic develop-
ment. We are trying to grow our local economy, to cre-
ate jobs and help our businesses prosper.”

Other priority areas for The Chamber include edu-
cation and workforce readiness, taxation, COVID-19
recovery, Medicaid expansion, transportation and infra-
structure, legal reform and energy.

LawrenceMayor Brad Finkeldei repeated a line heard
over many years during the legislative event from an-
other Mayor, turned representative, Mike Amyx - “do
no harm.” “We have recently adopted a strategic plan
which focuses on five broad outcomes,” Finkeldei said.
“We have thus categorized our legislative priorities to
align with those five outcomes.”

The five outcomes for the city are an unmistakable
identity, strong and welcoming neighborhoods, safety
and security, prosperity and economic security and in-
frastructure, asset management and connectivity. Each
area includes multiple action items.

Douglas County’s priorities, presented by

Commissioner Patrick Kelly, focused on two major
tasks: a crisis center on the Treatment and Recovery
Campus ofDouglas County and expansion of the South
Lawrence Trafficway.

“We have quite a bit to do here in Douglas County,”
Kelly said. “In order to do that, we’re going to need help
from the state of Kansas.”

The County also mentioned their support of initia-
tives like public health, criminal justice reform, housing,
and KanCare expansion, among others.

The University of Kansas shared two priorities with
elected officials.David Cook, KU’s Vice Provost of Public
Affairs and Economic Development, mentioned a res-
toration of state universities’ base appropriation to the
fiscal year 2021 amount of $643 million. KU also hopes
the Kansas Engineering Initiative Act will be renewed.

“Budgets are pretty difficult,” Cook said. “For the uni-
versity, we got hit on pretty much all of our revenue
streams last year. We still have tough times ahead.”
Cook mentioned that KU is working together with Kan-
sas State on these issues.

Kelly Jones, the president of the Lawrence School
Board, citedmany challenges faced by schools because
of the pandemic. “The USD 497 board urges legislators
to consider hold harmless provisions to support school
districts through significant and likely temporary finan-
cial losses they are experiencing,” Jones said.

Other new areas of legislative focus for Lawrence
Public Schools include support for high quality learning
opportunities and for student and staff social-emotions
needs. Continuing priority areas include items like eq-
uitable and adequate funding, effective school opera-
tions and support for recruitment and retention of qual-
ity teachers, staff and administrators.

All six legislators representing Lawrence were in at-
tendance and shared their thoughts on local priorities
and the upcoming session.

Sen. Marci Francisco noted the collaboration that

showed between local entities. “This information is
incredibly helpful in our representing you and identi-
fying issues for discussion,” she said. “It’s also good to
see how much cooperation there is between our city,
county, our school district, the universities and the
chamber.”

Sen. Tom Holland shared a few areas that he’ll be
working on this session, including legislative respon-
siveness and medical marijuana. “I’m very much con-
cerned about mental health issues throughout the
state,” he added.

Rep. Barbara Ballard noted the changes that will
be made during this year’s session, including using all
available space to social distance and outfitting com-
mittee rooms with equipment to allow for public par-
ticipation. “Everything will look different, but we will
have legislature and try to get our business done,” she
said.

Rep. Dennis “Boog” Highberger noted one priority
mentioned a few times by those organizations present-
ing. “Criminal justice reform is going to be amajor issue
in the upcoming session,” he said.

The group’s newest legislator, Rep. Christina Has-
wood, said she wants to hear from those who she rep-
resents. “I really want to hear from my constituents,”
she said. “I am anticipating everything will be a little
difficult this legislative session.”

Rep. Mike Amyx shared the issue he hears most
about in talking with people. “It seems to me that Med-
icaid expansion is still the number one priority of not
only our community, but statewide,” he said.

This year’s event was held virtually, sponsored by
Black Hils Energy, and was recorded. The video, along
with all the priorities from each organization, can be
seen at lawrencechamber.com/priorities. Priorities from
theMETL coalition, made up from chambers fromMan-
hattan, Emporia, Topeka and Lawrence are also avail-
able at that website.
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Nominations available for Citizen of the Years, ATHENA awards

A panel discussion about COVID-19
testing, vaccines and equity is set for 6
p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 28, using Zoom.
Panelists include members of Uni-

fied Command branches: Surveillance

Testing Unit, Vaccination Unit and Equity
Impact Advisors.

The event will be moderated by Alex
Kimball Williams, Health Equity Plan-
ner at Lawrence-Douglas County Public

Health.
To register for the Zoom session:, visit

https://bit.ly/@2LBwRNw.
Submit your questions by logging on

to https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/

equitypaneldiscussion.
Anyone needing accommodations for

in-person attendance, can contact
parneill@lawrenceks.org

Jan. 28 PanelDiscussion: COVID-19 Testing, Vaccines& Equity
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